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Sublime beauty

On the slopes of the Mayacamas,  
lakes and trees form an idyllic landscape  

where the vine has reigned for more than a century.

With a love for nature and expressive wines, 
Florence and Daniel Cathiard  

bring their vision to write 
a new chapter for this family vineyard.

An article from March 23, 1883 in the St. Helena Star  
 references the property as 

“ some of the choicest hill vineyard land we have ever seen ”.

A rich history
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“
Great wines taste like they come from somewhere.  

Lesser wines taste interchangeable; they could come from anywhere.  
You can't fake somewhereness. You can't manufacture it...  

but when you taste a wine that has it, you know.

”
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I.
Memories & poetry 

Reminiscence

Continuity

II. 
Landscapes 

Nature’s beauty

Culture 

Savoir-faire

III.
Philosophy 

Vision

Art de vivre

Les grands vins de Cathiard Vineyard

STORY
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I
MEMORIES & POETRY

REMINISCENCE

They planted 60 acres of grapes covering the Rutherford and  
St. Helena AVAs and built their stone gravity flow winery. 

The Rennie Brothers were the descendants of British engineers (their 
uncle, sir John Rennie was knighted for his work in completing the 
London Bridge), and they carried this creative and innovative spirit as 
they constructed Rennie Brothers Winery, built an estate, and financed 
many local  bridges including the current Pope Street stone bridge in 
St. Helena. 

They were the first in the state to use a gasoline powered engine to 
crush their grapes, and they developed some well extracted vintages.

Their dreams were cut short when two unfortunate situations arose. 
A fire broke out, burning their press and all their barrels. In addition, 
phylloxera was making its way throughout Napa Valley, bringing an 
end to the brothers’ winemaking journey.

Two brothers, James and William Rennie,  
immigrated from Scotland to the Napa Valley  

and purchased the property in 1885. 

A brief history of the estate



 

The property changed hands and the winery was 
shuttered in 1920 with Prohibition.

The  beautiful Old Stone winery became one of 
many that were built between 1860 and 1900 that 
eventually  fell  into    disuse  in the Napa Valley. 
Intact but untouched for many years, these wineries 
came to be known as ghost wineries.

Then followed a series of exciting and historic  
changes.   
In 1933 Louis Martini purchased the property and 
built in the early ‘40s a large wood house where he 
lived with his family. In the late ‘70s, he sold to the 
Komes-Garvey family who then sold to the Cathiard 
family in January 2020.

James & William Rennie,  
the founding brothers
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“ Carrying memories of our first visits there, we kept a painting in our minds: 
we had walked under the Napa Valley sun in the mustard yellow flowers, between 
two rows of gobelet-pruned vines, while in the horizon through the mist, we could 
see the silhouette of the Mayacamas.

We continued to dream of the perfect property that seemed just out of reach. 
Meanwhile our Chateau Smith Haut Lafitte was demanding our energy, as we 
set our sights on making each vintage the world’s best in both colors in Bordeaux.

Napa was starting to feel like a distant memory, when just after the 2019 
harvest, we were given an opportunity to complete our vision: an estate marked 
by volcanic and sedimentary terroir, the famous Rutherford dust, vineyards 
including cabernet blocks at altitude, wildlife, biodiversity, and even historical 
landmarks constructed by the pioneers of the valley. We came, we had a « coup 
de cœur », we signed!

Soon after, we were faced with a situation in 2020 that was not for the faint of 
heart. We managed a new property from Bordeaux while borders closed, wildfires 
threatened California, and headlines told us the end was not in sight.

Now, our enthusiasm for Cathiard Vineyard remains whole and is growing. 
The team in place has marked its territory with efficiency, devotion and talent.  
In addition, while we develop our integrated cooperage, the two vintages aging in 
barrel have exceeded our expectations. 

Our vineyard must be earned, it requires vigilance, commitment, and  
a respect for the legacy of the pioneers before us. ”

Florence and Daniel Cathiard reflect on their first visits to Napa Valley,  
and how they will carry the torch of this historic property.

MEMORIES & POETRY

CONTINUITY
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Florence and Daniel Cathiard purchased the estate after falling 
in love with its biodiversity. This connection to nature has been 
the cornerstone of their properties in Bordeaux, including Château 
Smith Haut Lafitte which they have owned since 1990.

As young and ambitious athletes, the Cathiards both became high 
level ski champions. Focused but also dreamers, they visited America 
for the first time in 1969 to attend Woodstock festival, one of the 
most significant events of their generation. Their respect for nature 
and the arts is now expressed at Cathiard Vineyard. 
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A great wine, like art, must leave a trace, sometimes 
indelible, sometimes fleeting…

It relies on the working hands of men and women but 
perhaps more so on the terroir from which it is born.  
From the Rutherford terroir stems a silent music, it’s called 
harmony.

One must interpret the sonata with their first tasting.

LANDSCAPES

Wines are the soul of the earth

“
A vine, like a tree,  

is the oldest time-measuring tool.  
In the Mayacamas,the tree becomes a forest;  

it stands as a natural border,  
an almost impassable line beyond  

which lies an inspiring and mysterious world.

”

NATURE’S BEAUTY

II
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Boutique

Old winery

New winery

Main  
residence

Legend:

Cabernet Sauvignon

Merlot

Cabernet Franc

Malbec
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We can even talk of telluric force and undoubtedly 
a perfect fusion between terroir and human care. 

When we see the rows of vines - with each individual 
plant sculpted like a bonsai - that stretch around the 
forest on the slopes of the Mayacamas, we think of 
Michel Serres comment to caution onlookers who pay 
little attention: “ Do not cross through the vineyard 
like a distrated person would cross the sea; you would 
only see green, just as they would only see blue. ”

Cathiard Vineyard is a place with a special presence

“
In agriculture there is culture;

in artisan there is art; 
in esthetic there is ethic.

”

CULTURE

LANDSCAPES
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Only the right combination of tools can capture the true essence of such wines. 
To elevate this expression, Cathiard Vineyard rebuilt a new winery with new 
stainless steel, double skin reverse small tanks, and refurbished the long horseshoe 
cellar in the heart of the mountain. Bringing savoir faire from Bordeaux, there is 
also an on-site cooperage in development.

The team is unified in their meticulous nature, driven by the same passion:  
to express the best of this unique terroir through a dedicated Cabernet Sauvignon, 
and two Bordeaux Blends.

From left to right:
Fabien Teitgen, Winemaker - Ludovic Fradin, Sales Director - Candice Bernard-Cathiard, Hospitality Manager   
Michel Rolland, French Consultant - Ryan Montgomery, Assistant Winemaker - Frederick Ammons, American 
Consultant.

LANDSCAPES

The best of nature is enhanced by innovation

SAVOIR-FAIRE
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Justine Labbé,
General Manager and Head Winemaker
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Cathiard Vineyard is a sanctuary of rest, beauty and harmony. 

It is a place of shared experience surrounded by craftsmanship and passion;  
an escape from time where elegance and authenticity are captured, offering visitors 
a connection to nature.

“ We don’t know if we, vintners,  
raise our wines or if our wines are raising us. ”

PHILOSOPHY

VISION

“
Our wine caves bear thin halo 
lights amongst total blackness 
representing a shrine dedicated 
to life; a philosophical arena.  
Its darkness will guide the wine 
in barrel through to the bottle 
while preserving freshness,  
and bring brightness of the great 
vintages both past and present.

”

III
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Art meets nature

 

In Greek mythology, Ôra or Hora 
is a group of goddesses representing 
the change of seasons. 

Four sculptures are found at the 
estate, with the autumn goddess 
serving as the image and inspiration 
for Hora by Cathiard Vineyard.

PHILOSOPHY

It is essential to intricately weave different 
elements together to capture art de vivre in one place. 

The actions must be meaningful, love of nature must 
be everywhere, and the vision must be shared through 
interactive experiences. 

This is Cathiard Vineyard.

ART DE VIVRE
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Even in the most innovative cellar, nature finds a way to reflect itself.
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A great estate must have three qualities to make exceptional wine: 

HISTORY, EXPERTISE & TYPICITY. 
All three are evident in the experience, and unmistakable in the wine.

“
The greatest standard used in  

assessing the quality of a wine is its complexity. 

”

PHILOSOPHY

LES GRANDS VINS
DE CATHIARD VINEYARD





CATHIARD VINEYARD
1978 Zinfandel Ln, St. Helena, CA 94574

 

 


