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In 1880, two brothers, James and
William Rennie, said goodbye to their
native Scotland and set sail to
California with high ambitions in the
Napa Valley. Five years later, they had
built a stone winery and planted 60
acres of vines in the foothills of the
Mayacamas Mountains.

Today, the same historic property is
owned by the Cathiard family. A wine
with depth and concentration
displaying the true character of
Rutherford dust, Founding Brothers is
produced exclusively with estate
grapes to capture the singularity of
this unique terroir.
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Napa Valley (St. Helena and Rutherford)
Owners: Florence & Daniel Cathiard

Grown, produced and bottled by Cathiard Vineyard

WINEMAKERS’ COMMENTS
Justine Labbé & Fabien Teitgen

“ A profound, dark ruby color hints at the richness and depth of this
wine. The nose opens with a dark fruit profile, intertwined with subtle
spiced and roasted notes. On the palate, a commanding structure
unfolds, carried by firm, finely grained tannins that shape a powerful
yet harmonious framework. The long, flavorful finish is enhanced by a
light touch of salinity that underscores its freshness and precision. An
authentic expression of the Rutherford terroir,brought together through
the union of Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, and Cabernet Franc.”

Yields
Average vine age

Blend

Alcohol
Harvest dates

Harvest
Winemaking

Barrel aging

2.3 tons/acre 
15-35 years
60 % Cabernet Sauvignon
28 % Merlot
12 % Cabernet Franc
14.5 %
Started October 15th
Hand-harvested from our hillside vines
Clusters are meticulously hand-sorted, followed by gentle
de-stemming and precise optical sorting to select only the
finest whole berries. The grapes are gravity-fed into vats
and undergo a five-day cold soak to preserve their pure
fruity aromas. Extraction is carried out with smooth
pump-overs during fermentation. After 30 days in tank,
the wine is drained, pressed, and undergoes a naturally
occurring malolactic fermentation in new French oak.
16 months
50% new French oak and 20% large foudres
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